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Abstract

The quote is from my "Yang's Pyramid" -- published in the festschrift celebrating Professor Yang's 70th birth year, 1997, "Chen Ning Yang, a Great Physicist of the Twentieth Century", edited by C.S. Liu and S.T. Yau. I likened the collection of his scientific works to a pyramid. As time goes on, hidden treasures continue to be discovered, adding to the well known brilliant ones. On the occasion of celebrating his 85th birth year, 2007, I looked into the progress of citations to Yang’s work and found that my observation made in the quote had continued to bear out in an impressive way [1]. I will highlight such remarkable achievements and make an attempt to identify the reasons for them, with the backdrop of the current status of the physical sciences (particle physics, many body physics, and cosmology) [2] and my own perspectives.
[1] Talk presented at and to appear in the proceedings, 

<<STATISTICAL PHYSICS, HIGH ENERGY, CONDENSED MATTER AND MATHEMATICAL PHYSICS Proceedings of the Conference in Honor of CN Yang’s 85th Birthday>> 

Editors: C. H. Oh, K. K. Phua, N. P. Chang and L. C. Kwek

Publisher: World Scientific

Publication date: 2008

ISBN: 978-981-279-417-8,
http://www.physics.ucdavis.edu/~chau/Yang85-byChau-fromWS081104f.pdf

[2] For a popular account on the current status of the physical sciences, see my 
Physics 10B web page, 
http://www.physics.ucdavis.edu/Classes/Physics10-B-W05/
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